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UNCLAS ANKARA 0198 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, TU, BU 

SUB J : ECEVIT VISITS BULGARIA 

1 . REPUBLICAN PEOPLE S PARTY (RPP) CHAIRMAN BULENT ECEVIT, 

THE LEADER OF TURKEY S OPPOSITION, VISITED BULGARIA 
JANUARY 5-7 AS GUEST OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BULGARIAN 
HOME FRONT, PENCO KUBADINSKI. PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FOR 
BULGARIA, ECEVIT TOLD JOURNALISTS IN ISTANBUL THAT HE 
BELIEVED HIS VISIT WOULD PROMOTE TURKISH-BULGARIAN RELATIONS. 

HE SAID THAT HE CONSIDERED IT HIS DUTY TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
PROMOTION OF THE RELATIOS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES BECAUSE 
"PROMOTION OF RELATIONS OF COUNTRIES OF DIFFERENT SECURITY 
SYSTEMS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT MEANS OF SAFEGUARDING WORLD 
PEACE IN THIS AGE." 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 ANKARA 00198 1 10900Z 


2. ECEVIT'S VISIT WAS PROMINENTLY REPORTED IN THE TURKISH 
PRESS. THE PRESS PAID PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO ECEVIT'S 
VISIT JANUARY 6 TO RUSCUK TO VISIT TURKISH COMMUNITIES. 

ECEVIT SAID HE AND THE RPP BELIEVED THAT THE BEST WAY TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE WELFARE OF THE TURKISH MINORITY RESIDENT IN 
OTHER COUTNRIES SUCH AS BULGARIA IS TO DEVELOP GOOD RELATIONS 
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WITH THOSE COUNTRIES AND WORK THROUGH THEM TO IMPROVE CONDITIONS 
FOR THE TURKISH COMMUNITY. 

3. BEFORE RETURNING TO TURKEY JANUARY 7, ECEVIT MET WITH THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE STATE COUNCIL, ZHIVKOV. IN TALKING WITH 
REPORTERS DURING HIS RETURN FLIGHT TO TURKEY, ECEVIT 
CHARACTERIZED HIS MEETING WITH ZHIVKOV AS VERY USEFUL. HE 
SAID THE CONVERSATION HAD DEALT WITH BILATERAL RELATIONS AND 
VISA AND IMMIGRATION QUESTIONS. WITH HOME FRONT CHAIRMAN 
KUBADINSKI, ECEVIT SAID HE HAD DISCUSSED THE IMPROVEMENT 
IN THE TEACHING OF TURKISH AND TURKISH CULTURE AMONG THE 
TURKISH MINORITY IN BULGARIA. ECEVIT TOLD REPORTERS THAT THE 
DESIRE TO IMPROVE TURKISH BULGARIAN FRIENDSHIP WAS SOMETHING 
THAT WENT BEYOND POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION. HOWEVER, 

HE STATED THAT HE HAD TOLD ZHIVKOV THAT 'WHEN THE 

RPP COMES TO POWER,' 1 IT WOULD MAKE AN EVEN GRATER EFFORT 

TO IMPROVE TURKISH-BULGARIAN RELATIONS. 

MACOMBER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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